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EARL   CANNING .
Governor-General and Viceroy (from 1858}
1856-1862
pHA'RLIfiS JOHN CANNING, afterwards Viscount
\J and .Karl Canning, was born at Gloucester Lodge in
Bronrpton. on 14th December 1812, the third son of George
Canning of Dublin, who had recently been Foreign Secretary
and was to become Prime Minister fifteen years later. The
Cannings were originally small squires in Garvagh; but
George had a younger brother, Stratford, who had become
a prosperous merchant; while he himself had married
Joan Scott, daughter and co-heiress of General John
Scott of Balcomie, another of whose daughters was the
wife of the 4th Duke of Portland, son of the Prime
Minister.
Charles Canning was educated at Eton, where, he acquired
some prestige. While he was there his father died after
being for a few months Prime Minister. His mother was
then created a viscountess, a title to which Charles later
became heir by the death of his elder brothers. He went
on to Christ Church, where he took a first in classics. t
Elgin and Dalhousie, also to be Governors-General of
India, were his contemporaries.
In his twenty-first year he married Charlotte, daughter
of Lord Stewart de Rothesay. She was " perfectly lovely
from infancy"; while Canning, like his father, was
"singularly handsome, a great gentleman in character and
demeanour."
In August 1836 he was elected M.P, for Warwick, and a
few months later he succeeded his mother and entered
bhe House of Lords, In 1841 he was made Undersecretary
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